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" Don't know, sir/' answered he, cheerily, as he picked
himself up. " Yesterday they sent down seventy shells,
and killed six men and four mules. ... Oh I there it is again/'

And our informant took up a position on his stomach,
while a second shell shrieked into the stores.

" They've the range all right/' said Monty, as we all
got up again.

" Yes, sir. But they can't have many shells left after
yesterday's effort. They're so starvation short that we
reckon last night they had a surprise cam el-load arrive.
But ain't it plain, sir, that if the Germans could get through
to the Turk with ammunition, they could send down ten
thousand shells in a day and blow us into the sea ? That's
why the 'Uns are thundering along through Senna to Turkey
now, sir. They're coming all right. ... Oh ! there it is
again."

Once more the soldier stretched his length on the ground,
and a third shell tore towards us.

" As I was saying, sir/' continued our new friend, now
on his hind legs again, and brushing dust from his clothes.
" This Suvla army, unless it can get to the top of Sari Bair,
is faced with destruction, and they tell me the Helles army
is just the same, unless it can get to the top of Achi Baba.
It never will now, sir. And how can we quit without being
seen from those hills ? The 'Uns know they've got us trapped.
That's why they're coming through Servia, ammunition and
all. They'll be on us soon/'

" But we'll win," suggested Monty, tentatively.

" O I^ord, yes, sir. But not here. Things are going to
be interesting here. . . . God knows how it'll all end. . . .
Oh I there it is again."

The gun boomed, and the speaker kissed the dust.

I had just decided that it was best to remain recumbent,
and Doe, too, had sat down rather sheepishly, when the
Turk either ran out of ammunition or felt that he had done
all that formality required of him, and returned to his hookah
in peace.

Knowing that night would fall quickly, we hastened to
make ourselves some supper. Its last mouthfuls we finished
in darkness ; and, having nothing further to do, determined
to go to bed in our little dug-outs on the hillside. Standing
in the blue darkness outside these narrow dwelling-places,